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Now by this Account it appears, that it 'is not much 
above 200 Years fince thofe Shoes, before defcribed. 
were worn and confequently it cannot be much lon¬ 
ger, fince the Earth hath been raifed there to the Thick- 
nefs before mentioned, viz. of 10 or 12 Foot • and 
fince Bicker Haven grew up to be (as now it is) higher 
Land than the Cou ntry on each Side of it. By which 
may be conjectured, what a Change a Century or two 
more may make in the Out-falls of the Rivers of Wi- 
tham, Welland , Nyne and Oufe ^ and confequently the 
Necefiity of taking tome other Method for preventing 
the impending Mifchiefs, which threaten the Naviga¬ 
tion of the faid Rivers, and thofe who have Eftates 
and Interefts in the great Level of the Fens, and are 
concerned about the Draining of them. 


IX. An Account of a monftrous double Birth in Lor- 
rain. Communicated to the Bublijher by Mr. Co¬ 
lin Mac Laurin fRrof. Math. Abredon. S. S. 

I The Underwritten,Surgeon in Ordinary to his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Lorrain , certify, that on the 
Lift of December , 1722, I went by his Orders to Domp 
Remy la Pucelle , to lee there Sebajliana Camus , aged 44 
Years, delivered on the 24th of the faid Month, being 
Chrijlmas Eve, about eight o’Clock in the Evening, of 
two Children, or Twins, joined together in the Man¬ 
ner as appears by the Draughts, (Fig. 1, 2.) viz. 
There is one Head, one Neck, one Breaft, one Abdo¬ 
men, and two Hands on one Side} and there are as 
many Parts on the other } the whole being well pro¬ 
portioned and plump, joining together by the Belly, 
which is common to both, fo that one of the Heads is 
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in the Place where the other’s Feet Ihouldbe, and the o- 
ther Head is in its natural Place •, they have but two Legs 
for both of them, which feem to arife from the tranfverfe 
Apophyfes of the Vertebra of the Loins on one Side ^ and 
from the oppofite Region of the Loins, comes out a Leg 
ending with a Joint which bends forwards, and at the 
the Extremity forms a fmall Stump, like a Finger, arti¬ 
culated by Ginglymus. There is but one Fundament for 
both, by which they void their Excrements^ they 
have but one Navel-firing, and the Parts proper to the 
Female Sex are alfo fingle: They eat and drink with 
their Mouths feverally, and while the Breaft is given 
to one, the other cries for it: They fleep and are a- 
wake, fometimes both at the fane time, fometimes fe~ 
parately. Each of thefe Children has been baptized : 
one of them is fomewhat plumper than the other, 
which is more puny, and not fo frelh-colour’d. The 
Head of the one, which is a little bigger than that of 
the other, came firft to the Birth, the two Arms ly¬ 
ing on the Breaft followed next the Legs lay on the 
Sides of the Breaft of the Second the oppofite Leg, 
which is fingle, was extricated afterwards j laft of all, 
the Arms of the fecond Child, being ranged on the 
Side of its Head, made it eafy for the reft to come 
out. The Bodies of both thefe Children make no more 
in Bulk than that of one ordinarily does. 

It is obfervable, that the Mother can aflign nothing 
that had had any relation to this Event, during the 
Time of her Pregnancy. 

I am juft now informed, that both thefe Children 
are equally well in Health. 

Nanc y, the 2 ijl of January, 

1723. U. S. 


F E V R Y. 

P.V 
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By another Account communicated to the Royal So¬ 
ciety, we are inform'd , that thefe Children lived two 
Months after the Birth. 

Fig. i. Reprefents the fore View of the Twins. 

2. Their Back-part. 

The Skeleton. 

5. The Breafts and Abdominal Mufcles, after 

the external Teguments were removed. 

6 . Part of the Vifcera of the Abdomen. 

7. The Urinary and Genital Parts. 

The two firfl Figures were drawn in their Life-time, 
and the five folloiving were taken after their Death , by 
Order of his Royal Higbnefs the Duke of Lorrain. 


X. Obfer'vattorn and Experiments on the Sal Ca- 
tharticum Amarum, commonly called the Ep- 
fom Sale. 'Ey Mr. John Brown, Chymtft, 
F.%S. 


T H AT the Salt, of late Years diftinguilhed by the 
Title of Sal Catharticwn , is made from what, at 
the Salt Works, is called Bittern , is pretty commonly 
known-, but the particular Manner how this Bittern 
is produced, and from it, thefe Salts, has not yet, as 
I know of, been communicated to the World, in fuch 
a Manner, as to become intelligible. And tiic Oppro¬ 
brium u.njuftly call upon the Salt, of its being a coun¬ 
terfeit Epfom Salt , or fomething made in Imitation oi 
it, or common Salt diffolveci and recryftalizcd, has 
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